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The unaffordable cost of socioeconomic growth in
disease preventionThroughout history, socioeconomic development has always
been accompanied by inevitable environmental and health
risks. Evaluating voluntarily risk behaviors in patients from
the viewpoint of disease prevention is critical in daily
clinical practice. Chung and others1 have addressed this
issue, especially considering the scenario of the current
budget limitations of the National Health Insurance in Tai-
wan. However, in the case of certain populations, exposure
to environmental hazards cannot be controlled or pre-
vented; such populations should receive attention in the
current health care system. It is also evident from the
perspective of the integrated health management that the
balance between environmental health maintenance and
socioeconomic development is an urgent and challenging
concern, even at the government level.
Yun-Lin, one of the most rural counties in Taiwan,
unfortunately has the highest cancer incidence rate.2 Not
only well-known as the agricultural capital, Yun-Lin also
harbors the Formosa Plastic Group’s sixth naphtha cracker
plant in its western coastal area, which is expected to
boost economic growth in this relatively impoverished
county. Ironically, what this also entails is serial industrial
accidents and increased air pollution. Most people in Yun-
Lin make a living on the land in a simple and humble
way, and they are not very knowledgeable about sanita-
tion, medical care, and environmental sustainability; this
lack of knowledge makes them vulnerable to some harsh
environmental and health hazards. The data of the
Department of Health show a strong discrepancy in the
cancer incidence rate between Yun-Lin and other counties
of Taiwan, implying a unique exposure risk.2 Air, water,
food, and soil factors play critical roles in cancer devel-
opment, especially in Yun-Lin, where all of these biota
components are contaminated. The sixth naphtha cracker
plant produces 1.35 million tons of ethylene annually;
although this has a positive impact on the economy of the
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equate safety regulations.3 Any form of ethylene leak may
lead to irreversible land and ground water contamination
eventually. What is yet more worrisome is that Yun-Lin is
one of the counties of Taiwan that depends on groundwater
as its major source of water supply. In the medical history
of southwestern Taiwan, the presence of arsenic in ground
water is notorious as the cause of blackfoot disease4;
moreover, overpumping of ground water may cause an
increase of arsenic concentration in the water.5 To date,
despite an overall lack of direct evidence for a causal
relationship between petrochemical factories and the
decline in the general health of the population in this area,
there is definitely some evidence in this direction.6,7
Undoubtedly, such hazardous environmental contamina-
tion should not be ignored by medical professionals.
Maintaining perfect harmony between industrial prosperity
and a healthy environment is the most crucial challenge for
the people of this beloved land.
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